BEPOliT  Of  THE  MEOICIIL  OfflCEB  Of  HE 

For  the  Year  1923, 

BEING  THE 

THIRTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


On  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of 

Urban  District. 


the  East  Grinstead 


Area 

Population  (1921)  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  ... 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921) 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


6,355  Acres 

7,319 

1,600 

1,710 

£54,936 

£225 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate) 

*Birth  Rate  per  1,000  ... 

General  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ... 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths  under  One  Year  per  1,000  Births  ... 

Cancer  Deaths  per  1,000  Deaths  from  all  Causes 
Women  dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth — Sepsis 


Deaths  from  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough  (under  two 
years)  ... 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  two  years  ... 

^Births — M. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  51 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  4 

Deaths  under  One  Year — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  0 


1922. 

1923. 

7,492  ... 

7,637 

16T5  ... 

15-06 

10-41  ... 

10-34 

•67  ... 

1-05 

74-38  ... 

34-78 

102-6  ... 

63-29 

0 

0 

ses  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

F. 

CO 

115 

2E 

0 - 

4 

Notifiable  Diseases. 


Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  ... 

Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Fever  ... 
Erysipelas 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmic  Neonatorum 
Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  ... 


Notified. 
1922.  1923. 


3 

32 

0 

8 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 


10 

57 

2 

6 

0 

6 

0 

0 

4 


(Paratyphoid) 


M.  act.  38,  57,  63 

& 66 

F.  aet.  15 


-Non-Pulmonary  0 1 M.  aet.  19 


Died. 

1923. 

4 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 M.  aet.  36,  & 66 

4 F.  aet.  20,  22, 
36  & 39 

2 F.  aet.  2 & 63 
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EAST  GRINSTEAD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


OP  THE 

SURVEYOR  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1923. 


Urban  District  Council  Offices, 
London  Road, 

East  Grinstead, 
March,  1924- 

To  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  the  following  report  on 
the  Sanitary  work  for  the  past  year. 


Water  Supply. 

This  district  had  an  ample  and  excellent  supply  of  water  during  the  last 
year.  The  monthly  analysis  supplied  by  the  East  Grinstead  Gas  and  Water 
Company  show  the  standard  of  quality  to  he  good. 

The  local  rainfall  recorded  for  1923  is  TOT  6 inches,  whilst  the  average  is 
about  32  inches  per  annum. 

With  few  exceptions  the  private  wells  in  use  are  giving  satisfactory  supplies. 

IMilk  Supply. 

The  Milk  Order,  1922,  requires  Producers  and  Retailers  to  he  separatel}?- 
registered,  and  graded  milk  to  be  sold  by  licensed  producers  in  marked  and  sealed 
bottles. 

The  demand  for  purified  milk  is  probably  growing,  and  the  supply  of  milk 
in  bottles  or  other  sealed  receptacles  is  an  advance  on  the  older  methods  of  delivery 
and  should  be  encouraged. 

No  producers  in  the  Urban  District  are  at  present  licensed  for  the  supply  of 
graded  milk,  though  it  is  obtainable  from  an  outside  source. 

The  quality  of  the  milk  is  generally  considered  good,  and  no  samples  have 
been  found  on  which  prosecutions  could  be  taken.  There  appears  to  be  an  ample 
supply. 


The  cowsheds  have  been  kept  with  few  exceptions  in  good  sanitary  condition 
and  the  milk  shops  are  improved. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  approximate  daily  dry  weather  flow  of  sewage  is  about  200,000  gallons, 
which  is  slowly  increasing. 

The  sewage  passes  through  screens  and  open  septic  tanks  and  is  then 
distributed  by  revolving  sprinklers  over  circular  beds  of  clinker,  afterwards  flows 
over  land.  The  resulting  effluent  being  quite  satisfactory. 
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The  year  1923  was  an  exceptionally  healthy  one  throughout  the  country. 
There  was  no  real  Influenza  epidemic,  and  although  our  small  figures  show  only  a 
very  modest  drop^  the  death-rate,  reports  from  my  colleagues  proved  that  this 
district  shared  in  ew  general  good  fortune. 

As  in  1922,  Scarlet  Fever  dribbled  on  all  through  the  year,  and  again  no 
particular  source  could  be  incriminated.  As  usual,  we  knew  of  cases  that  were  not 
seen  by  any  medical  man  until  late  in  the  illness,  and  there  must  have  been  others 
which  were  never  seen  at  all.  The  general  type  was  very  mild,  and  we  were  lucky 
that  these  unreported  cases  did  not  give  rise  to  a general  epidemic,  in  which  the 
disease  might  have  assumed  a much  more  malignant  form.  Cases  were  notified  in 
eleven  months  out  of  the  twelve,  as  follows: — 5 in  January,  9 in  February,  5 each 
in  March  and  April,  4 in  May,  8 in  June,  9 in  July,  6 in  August,  3 in  September, 
1 in  November  and  2 in  December.  The  Council  Schools  were  very  thoroughly 
disinfected  during  the  summer  holidays,  which  may  account  for  the  sudden  drop 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Diphtheria  cases  notified,  which 
was  the  highest  since  1916.  During  one  week  in  October  five  reports  were  received, 
one  of  an  apparently  healthy  carrier,  a boy  of  thirteen,  from  whom  the  other  four 
were  almost  certainly  infected. 


Hospitals. 

The  High  Grove  Isolation  Hospital,  shared  with  the  East  Grinstead  Kural 
District  and  administered  by  a Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Councils,  is  used  mostly 
for  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever.  There  are  four  two-ward  blocks,  each  ward 
having  ample  air-space  for  three  adults  or  four  children. 

In  April,  owing  to  a sudden  rush  of  cases  from  the  Rural  District,  this 
accommodation  proved  insufficient,  and  five  of  our  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  boarded 
out  at  the  Cuckfield  R.D.  Hospital. 

The  Queen  Victoria  Cottage  Hospital  ( 1 2 beds  and  2 cots,  with  1 private 
bed)  continues  to  do  invaluable  work.  During  the  year  288  in-patients  and  39 
casualties  were  treated. 

The  sum  of  of  £304.  14s.  6d.,  including  private  room  fees,  was  received  in 
payment  from  patients  and  £207.  16s.  3d.  from  investments,  the  rest  of  the  income 
being  derived  entirely  from  voluntary  sources.  £295.  5s.  3d.  was  received  from 
the  Working  Men’s  Hospital  Committee  (East  Grinstead  £274.  3s.  3d.,  another  big 
advance)  and  £115.  12s.  Od.  (East  Grinstead  £100)  from  the  Hospital  Saturday 
Collections  organised  by  the  same  Committee. 

Clinics  and  other  Facilities. 

The  East  Grinstead  General  Dispensary  (Voluntary  contributions ; Hon.  Sec., 
H.  Joyce,  Esq.,  Old  Bank  House)  provides  weekly  consultations  and  treatment  for 
poor  persons  not  entitled  to  the  services  of  the  Union  M.O.  nor  covered  by  the 
National  Insurance  Scheme. 

The  Babies’  Welfare  Clinic  (B.R.C.S.  and  County  help;  Hon.  Sec.,  Miss 
Beale,  Standen)  is  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Mondays  of  each  month  at  the 
Moat  Institute,  and  in  connection  with  this  is  a Health  Visitor  (Ministry  of  Health 
contribution),  who  undertakes  house-to-house  work.  Under  the  same  Committee  is 
the  Children’s  Home,  4,  De  la  Warr  Road,  now  used  chiefly  as  a convalescent 
home  for  slum  children,  though  local  children,  whose  parents  are  in  difficult  circum- 
stances, are  also  taken. 

The  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  every  Monday  at  the  Dispensary  in 
Railway  Approach ; patients  may  be  taken  or  sent  to  him  for  consultation  and 
treatment.  He  arranges  Sanatorium  accommodation  for  those  likely  to  benefit. 
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When  necessary  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  carried  out  and  anti- 
diphtheritic  serum  provided  at  the  Council’s  expense.  During  the  year  under 
review  much  fuller  use  was  made  of  these  facilities  than  in  1922,  11  specimens 
being  submitted  for  investigation,  while  serum  was  provided  in  several  cases  for 
prophylactic  as  well  as  curative  purposes. 

There  is  a Red  Cross  Ambulance,  available  for  public  use,  stationed  at  the 
East  Grinstead  Garage,  London  Road. 

Carriage  for  infectious  cases,  by  horsed  vehicle,  was  on  contract,  and  was 
arranged  by  the  U.D.  Office  Staff.  Henceforth  it  will  be  by  a Motor  Ambulance, 
stationed  at  the  Hospital. 

The  Local  Authority  has  no  part  in  the  provision  of  Public  Nursing.  This 
is  in  the  hands  of  a very  effective  District  Nurse. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Schools  and  supervision  of  Mid  wives  is  carried  out  by 
the  County  Authority. 

Housing  and  Sanitation. 

During  the  year  17  new  working  class  dwellings  were  erected,  but  there  is 
still  need  for  very  many  more.  Jn  spite  of  the  relief  afforded  by  the  101  houses 
erected  under  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  in  1921  and  1922,  there  are  still  many 
couples  and  families  living  as  lodgers,  who  are  very  anxious  to  become  householders. 

I append  the  very  clear  report  of  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  which 
gives  a full  account  of  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  district  and  of  his  work  in 
connection  therewith. 


W.  E.  WALLIS, 

M.O.H. 


East  Grinstead, 

April,  1924. 
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Roots  and  Rye  grass  are  grown  on  the  ploughed  land,  the  remainder  being 
grass  and  woodland.  Part  of  the  acreage  is  grazed  with  cattle  and  sheep  and  hay 
made  from  other  parts. 

The  land  is  in  good  condition  and  produces  good  crops  of  grass,  in 
addition  to  effecting  a satisfactory  effluent  and  freedom  from  nuisance. 

There  is  now  approximately  20  miles  of  sewers  in  use  in  the  Urban  District, 
many  of  them  requiring  weekly  flushing. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

Thirty-two  Workshops,  consisting  chiefly  of  premises  used  for  dressmaking, 
tailoring,  baking  and  laundry  work.  One  underground  bakehouse  is  licensed. 

Fourteen  outworkers  in  woolwork,  tailoring,  dressmaking,  &c.,  are  employed 
in  their  own  homes. 

Notices  for  remedying  sanitary  defects  have  been  complied  with. 

Twelve  bakehouses,  restaurants  and  teashops,  where  bread,  cakes  and  pastries 
are  made  and  sold,  were  visited  occasionally  and  inspected  ; most  of  them  were 
found  in  good  condition. 

Scavenging  and  House  Refuse  Disposal. 

The  total  amount  of  trade  and  house  refuse  consumed  at  the  Destructor  for 
the  year  was  2,373  loads. 

The  whole  of  the  ashes  and  clinker  produced  has  either  been  used  by  the 
Council  on  roads  and  paths  or  sold  to  the  value  of  nearly  £100. 

The  Council  has  purchased  a small  covered  motor  van  for  refuse  collection 
in  the  more  scattered  and  distant  parts  of  the  district,  which  will  help  to  shorten 
the  periods  between  visits. 

The  old  tins  collected  amongst  the  refuse  and  otherwise  are  almost  impossible 
to  get  rid  of.  They  are  practically  useless  and  accumulating  rapidly.  Inquiries 
are  being  made  by  traders  dealing  in  old  metals,  but  the  price  offered  will  not 
cover  the  cost  of  removal  to  the  railway  trucks  unless  the  scrap  metal  is  first  pressed 
into  bales.  This  could  be  done  by  power  from  the  surplus  steam  at  the  Destructor. 
The  subject  certainly  needs  attention. 

Many  of  our  streets  are  scavenged  daily,  others  as  necessity  requires  and 
the  sweepings  sold  for  garden  and  allotment  purposes. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  six  public  conveniences  in  various  parts  of  the  district  have  been  kept 
in  good  order,  regularly  flushed,  cleansed  and  disinfected. 

Parks,  Baths,  Cemeteries  and  Allotments. 

The  Council  own  over  18  acres  of  grounds  used  for  recreations  of  various 
descriptions  such  as  cricket,  football  and  school  games  for  children.  Girl  Guides  and 
Boy  Scouts. 

The  Open-Air  Swimming  Bath  was  open  during  the  summer  for  a shorter 
period  than  usual  owing  to  the  unsuitable  weather;  between  4 and  5,000  paid  for 
admission.  The  water  was  chiefly  supplied  from  the  Water  Co.’s  mains. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  Council’s  allotments,  nearly  12  acres,  are  occupied, 
but  not  all  cultivated.  The  demand  is  not  quite  so  keen  as  a year  or  two  ago. 

The  old  and  new  Cemeteries  are  kept  in  excellent  order. 
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Slaughter  Houses. 


The  five  licensed  slaughter  houses  have  been  well  kept,  consequently  very 
few  complaints  are  now  received. 

Over  llf-cwts.  of  beef,  pork  and  bacon  were  destroyed  at  the  Destructor 
this  year  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Generally  the  meat  supplied  to 
this  town  is  very  good. 


Housing  and  INew  Buildings. 


There  is  again  an  improvement  in  the  building  trades.  The  increase  in 
building  consists  chiefly  of  additions,  alterations  and  repairs  to  existing  houses. 


Plans  were  approved  for  22  new  houses  and  bungalows,  this  is  an  increase 
of  16  over  last  year,  also  for  the  following  buildings: — 


Plans  for  House  and  Shop  combined 
,,  Shops  only 

,,  Additions  to  Shops 

,,  ,,  Dwelling-houses 

,,  Public  Halls 

,,  Additions  to  same 

,,  Motor  Garages 

,,  Workshops  and  Extensions 

,,  Petrol  Service  Station 


1 

3 

2 

12 

2 

1 

7 

3 

1 


Infectious  Diseases  Prevention. 

The  notifiable  infectious  cases  removed  to  Hospital  during  the  year  were : — 
Scarlet  Fever,  57 ; Diphtheria,  12.  In  each  case  the  rooms  and  material  exposed 
to  infection  were  disinfected.  During  the  summer  holidays  the  Board  Schools 
were  disinfected. 

Many  other  premises  have  been  fumigated  after  infectious  diseases  such  as 
Whooping  Cough,  Measles,  Chicken  pox,  Cancer,  Tuberculosis  and  Erysipelas. 

Sanitary  appliances  and  drains  at  several  other  houses  have  been  tested 
either  following  on  infectious  cases  or  from  complaints,  and  wherever  any  defects 
were  found  notice  to  remedy  has  had  the  desired  effect. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspection  of 
Premises,  &c. 


Inspections  made,  including  supervision  of  works  ...  ...  321 

Notices  served  (formal  and  informal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Premises  at  which  improvements  were  carried  out  ...  ...  22 

New  drains  connected  to  sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Tests  of  existing  drains .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Existing  drains  relaid  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Houses  without  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Hawkers’ barrows  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Milkshops  and  Cowsheds  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Infectious  cases  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Reports  received  on  Samples  of  Town  Water...  ...  12 

Slaughter  Houses,  &c..  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Quantity  of  meat  destroyed  as  unfit  for  food  (cwts.)...  ...  Ilf- 


HOUSING  CONDITION. 


STATISTICS,  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1923. 


1. — General. 

(1)  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,637 

(2)  General  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 ’34 

(3)  Death  Rate  for  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1'05 

(4)  Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34’78 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,683 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,017 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  ...  ...  ...  17 

I.  — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  120 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  10 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation...  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  4 

II.  — Remedy  of  dejects  without  service  of  formed  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  inconsequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  . 10 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 

&c..  Act,  1919. 

^^umber  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit : — 

(а)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(б)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declaration  by  owners  of  intention  to  close .. . ...  Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied : — 

(а)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(б)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c..  Act,  1909 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 
making  a Closing  Order 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  '' 
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2.— Unhealthy  Areas. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to  Improve- 
ment Scheme  under  (a)  Part  I.  or  (&)  Part  II.  of  the  Act  of  1890. 

(1)  Name  of  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(2)  Acreage 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced  ...  . 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  Building  Bye-laws 
erected  with  the  consent  of  the  Local  Authority,  under  Section  25  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1919. 

5.  Staff  engaged  on  Housing  work  with,  briefly,  the  duties  of 
each  officer : — 

The  Surveyor — Supervision  of  house  repairs,  sewers  and  drains. 

Clerk’s  Department  collects  rents  and  lets  houses. 


Nil. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  E.  WOOLLAM,  M.I.M.  & Cy.  E.,  M.E.S.I., 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


